The Dynamics of Virus and Rickettsial Infections by Kraft, Lisbeth M.
YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE Volume 26, June 1954
of his subject into a narrative which moves swiftly and retains the reader's
interest to the last chapter.
The volume is similar to the first edition in form, but material now obso-
lete has been discarded and much new material has been introduced in an
attempt to bring the book up to date. As the author states in the preface,
this book does not claim to be a monograph which gives an exhaustive treat-
ment of the biochemistry of the nucleic acids. Rather, it is intended to pro-
vide an elementary outline of the main features of the nucleic acids and
nucleoproteins, and this objective is fully realized.
Among the topics covered are the chemistry, methods of analysis, and
properties of the nucleic acids and polynucleotides. Several chapters are
devoted to a discussion of enzymes involved in nucleic acid metabolism, the
over-all metabolism of nucleic acids, the biosynthesis of nucleic acids, and
the biological activity of nucleic acids, nucleotides, and nucleoproteins. All
of this material is co-ordinated with a discussion of the cytochemistry of the
nucleic acids. The net result of these varied discussions is a complete, well-
integrated picture of a complex field which should be a boon to investigators
in related disciplines who have not had the opportunity to keep abreast of
this rapidly moving field.
As the author states in the preface, his book is directed to that class of
readers who want an introduction to the subject, and for this group it is
unusually well suited. The volume, while adequately documented, is not an
encyclopedic collection of facts; accordingly, the person seeking a compre-
hensive work should turn elsewhere.
PETER S. CAMMARATA
THE DYNAMICS OF VIRUS AND RICKETTSIAL INFECTIONS. Frank W.
Hartman, Frank L. Horsfall, and John G. Kidd, Eds. New York, The
Blakiston Company, 1954. 461 pp. $7.50.
A practically verbatim acount of an international symposium held at the
Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, in October, 1953, this publication ought to
share shelf space with Viruses 1950, Advances in Virus Research, the 1953
Cold Spring Harbor Symposium, Luria's General Virology, to mention a
few recent books devoted mainly to the nature or "essence" of viruses; for
the volume under consideration complements these in that for the most part
it treats viruses from the standpoint of the host. Thus, the symposium was
divided into five sections with respect to viral and rickettsial diseases:
Mechanisms of Infection (12 papers), Ecology and Pathogenesis (6
papers), Mechanisms of Immunity (4 papers), Laboratory Diagnosis (5
papers), and Approaches to Prophylaxis and Therapy (6 papers). It was
a pleasure to see that the contents of the papers actually fitted the section
into which each was placed, for symposia are sometimes disconcerting to
the extent that the logic governing the categorization of papers may be
difficult to follow. In the present instance, as we have said, this is not the
case. Ample room was provided for animal, plant, and bacterial viruses
alike, especially in the first and second sections. Beyond that the presenta-
tions center about animal viruses and the rickettsiae except for some of the
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discussions following each group of papers in which analogies and dissimi-
larities in the basic nature of the three classes of viruses are at times
brought forth. The discussions are printed in their entirety.
The authors are all well known, if not famous, men in their fields, and
the international flavor of the meeting was supplied by travellers from
Australia, England, Malaya, and Denmark taking part in the readings.
Some of the discussants came from other lands as well. The editors deserve
warm praise for a forthright and beautiful compilation of this symposium-
a worthy addition to viral and rickettsial literature.
LISBETH M. KRAFT
UNDERSTANDING THE JAPANESE MIND. By James Clark Moloney. New
York, Philosophical Library, Inc., 1954. 252 pp. $3.50.
This book is an interesting admixture of psychoanalytic theory, cultural
anthropology, historical reconstruction, and prophetic philosophy. Dr.
Moloney subscribes to the plausible assumption that the psychodynamics of
Japanese national character can be understood by integrating the facts
known of Japanese culture, historical tradition, patterns of child-rearing,
and Japanese distortions of imported ideologies, particularly psychoanalytic
theory and practice. He proposes that these distortions are a function of
cultural pressures that are also exerted on each Japanese individual
throughout his life. These pressures originate in the Japanese authoritarian,
oligarchical tradition and have as their goal the total conformity of the
individual to the dictates of a highly crystallized hierarchical militaristic
class tradition. In short, the Japanese are accused of having a "dis-
individualizing" culture.
Dr. Moloney focuses on the effects of Japanese disindividualization on
the anger-rage-aggression manifestations of the Japanese individual and
nation. He submits the hypothesis that the Japanese as a nation suffer from
inordinate internalized hate and repressed rage. His evidence is an inter-
pretative analysis of the crime rate (low, indicating repression of aggression
against Japanese society), insanity rate (low, indicating "the Japanese
emotional disease of neurotic conformism is an almost universal character
neurosis which protects the Japanese from developing psychoses"), psycho-
somatic disease rate (high, indicating "bodily changes due to repressed
rage"). The author maintains that only one outlet for aggression is permis-
sible under the Japanese cultural-traditional system, namely, the explosive
and periodic venting of accumulated pent-up hatred on targets external to
territorial Japan. The "principle of coevality" dominates Japanese historical
tradition and provides the moral justification and support for the extra-
national dispersal of Japanese hate. This principle of coevality is the mysti-
cal concept that Japan, consisting of a homogeneity of disindividualized
persons, is without boundaries and is timeless, having no beginning nor
end, and is coeval with heaven, earth, and the unlimited power and person
of the Emperor.
This ancient national dedication to world domination is served by the
imitative activities of the Japanese. The author presents numerous examples
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